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So… what is the UN CBD?



UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD)

• Adopted in 1992 at the Rio Summit

• Three main objectives:
– Conservation of biological diversity
– Sustainable use of its components
– Fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

arising from the use of genetic resources

• 196 Parties (not USA)



UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD)

• Two main tools for national 
implementation and review (both 
mandatory):
– National Biodiversity Strategies and 

Action Plans (NBSAPs)
– National reports

• Important upcoming deadline: 6th 
national reports (31 December 2018)
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Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities in the CBD

• In the main Convention:
– Article 8(j): respect, preserve and maintain 

knowledge, innovations and practices of IPLCs
– Article 10(c): protect and encourage customary 

sustainable use of biological resources in 
accordance with traditional cultural practices

• Procedures:
–Working Group on Article 8(j) and related 

provisions: meets every 2 years, IPLC co-chair
– CBD Voluntary Fund for IPLCs



Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities in the CBD

Key decisions:
• Programme of Work on Implementation of 

Article 8(j) and related provisions
• Voluntary guidelines on cultural, 

environmental and social impact assessments
• Code of ethical conduct to ensure respect for 

cultural and intellectual heritage
• Plan of Action on Customary Sustainable Use
• Forthcoming: guidance on assessing 

contributions of IPLCs to Strategic Plan



Strategic Plan 2011-2020
• 10-year framework for 

action by all countries and 
stakeholders to save 
biodiversity and enhance its 
benefits for people

• Vision: “By 2050, 
biodiversity is valued, 
conserved, restored and 
wisely used, maintaining 
ecosystem services, 
sustaining a healthy planet 
and delivering benefits 
essential for all people.”

• 20 Aichi Targets



Strategic Plan 2011-2020

• Target 3: reform harmful incentives and apply 
positive incentives

• Target 5: halve rate of loss of natural habitats
• Target 10: minimise pressures on coral reefs
• Target 11: 17% of terrestrial and 10% of 

marine/coastal areas conserved
• Target 13: maintain genetic diversity of 

cultivated/farmed plants and animals



Strategic Plan 2011-2020

• Target 14: restore and safeguard ecosystems, 
incl. for livelihoods, health and wellbeing

• Target 15: enhance ecosystem resilience and 
restoration for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation

• Target 18: respect TK and customary practices 
and integrate into CBD implementation with 
IPLC participation



What’s Next? Towards the Post-
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Thank you / merci / gracias / cпасибо!

Holly Jonas
holly@globalforestcoalition.org
holly@iccaconsortium.org
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