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Plantations undermine climate resilience

Plantations destroy communities

In January 2017, a prolonged period of drought triggered extensive fires
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Plantations are a false
solution to climate
change

Plantations
contribute
to climate
change
The replacement of
forests or other natural
ecosystems by
monoculture tree
plantations forms a major
source of greenhouse gas
emissions. They also tend to
deplete soil carbon, including through
the allelopathic effect of species such as
Eucalyptus. If planted on former peatland, the
carbon loss is even greater.

Plantations destroy biodiversity and
water sources
Tree plantations almost always replace natural ecosystems, or
lands that were in process of ecosystem restoration, and often
consist of alien invasive species, which are a major cause of
biodiversity loss. Monoculture tree plantations also tend to have a
negative impact on water sources, as they tend to require the use of
agrochemicals, and often exist of species like Pine and Eucalyptus that
require an excessive amount of water.

Despite their many negative impacts on
climate resilience and climate change, tree
plantations are increasingly subsidised
through climate finance, including within
Green Resources
the framework of REDD+, mainly due
pine plantation in Uganda to the growing dependency of
communities are excluded from
climate policies on private
these areas. Carbon Violence
investments, through public
private partnerships and
other forms of blended
finance. For private
investors, a commercial
tree plantation is a more
profitable investment than
forest conservation or
restoration, despite the
benefits of the latter for
local communities,
Indigenous Peoples and
women. Offsets for highly
polluting industries like the airline
industry, subsidies for bioenergy
(which is wrongly considered a
renewable source of energy despite often
causing more emissions than fossil fuels [2]) and illconsidered proposals like Bioenergy and Carbon Capture and Storage
(BECCS), along with associated flawed accounting mechanisms, all support
the expansion of commercial monoculture tree plantations..

Monoculture tree plantations should not be defined as forests and have no place in climate change policies.
They are commercial enterprises, and should not be subsidised with climate finance.

PLANTATIONS ARE NOT FORESTS!
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Paraguay: Plantations to produce
biomass for the soy sector
The PROEZA project, which has been submitted to the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), includes a component that aims to subsidise at
least 32,500 hectares of monoculture tree plantations to produce
additional bioenergy for the soy sector, which is one of the main
causes of deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions in Paraguay.
The project will be discussed at the July 2017 GCF Board meeting.

Ghana: Public-private partnerships for
the restoration of degraded forest
reserve through VCS and FSC certified
plantations [3]
This project was approved by the World Bank’s Forest Investment
Program (FIP) in February 2015 and consists of a USD 10 million
concessional loan aimed at catalysing private sector involvement so
as to expand a large-scale commercial teak plantation in Ghana,
that has only 10% indigenous trees species and 90% teak, from
5,000 ha to 11,700 ha.

Brazil: Commercial reforestation of
modified lands in the Cerrado
This project proposal, which was part of Brazil's FIP Investment
Plan, was endorsed in 2013 for a total of USD 15 million of nongrant investment. The project aimed to subsidise a private Brazilian
corporation to plant 18,000 ha of teak monocultures.

Uganda: Green Resources' plantation
In 2011, the Swedish Energy Agency entered into a 20-year contract
agreement with Green Resources, a Norwegian company, to buy
so-called ‘carbon credits’ from a tree plantation in Kachung, Uganda
that has been plagued by forced evictions of farmers, the pollution
of adjacent watercourses with pesticides, and the violation of
indigenous peoples’ rights. [4]

Mozambique: Emissions reductions in
the forest sector through planted
forests with major investors
This project was approved by the FIP in April 2017, for a total of
USD 1.85 million of grant funding. One of the main goals of the
project is to facilitate the afforestation of over 200,000 hectares,
mainly with Eucalyptus. [5]
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