
Communique from the 
communities of the Amador 
Hernandez region, Montes Azules, 
Lacandon Jungle 

 
Note: GJEP received this communique from COMPITCH (Consejo 
de Médicos y Parteras Indígenas Tradicionales de Chiapas –Council 
of Traditional Indigenous Doctors and Midwives from Chiapas).  The 
communique was translated into English by Trisha Novak.  In March 
of 2011, GJEP’s Jeff Conant and Orin Langelle went to Amador 
Hernandez in Chiapas, Mexico to investigate the threatened forced 
relocation of the community and it’s relation to REDD+ and the 
California-Chiapas, Mexico-Acre, Brazil climate deal. 

The indigenous communities of the Amador Hernandez 
region, Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve, in the Lacandon 
Jungle communicate the following: 

To the people of Mexico, to the people of the world, to the 
organizations and groups that do not serve the power interests but 
those of their own people, the lower classes. 

On 20 and 21 August, the communities of the region had a forum in 
the Amador Hernandez common area entitled:  Regional Forum 
Against the Lacandona Brecha (the official border that would delimit 
the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve) and the Capitalist Looting of 
the Lacandon Jungle, and we approved the following: 

D E C L A R A T I O N 

1. We reject and will not tire of confirming our rejection of the passing 
through the Lacandona Brecha next to our lands because it has 
as its purpose to make available the lands in the [Biosphere 
Reserve] to the service of the capitalist powers. 

2. The REDD+ project in the Montes Azules Reserve is the new 
mask, a climate mask, with which the federal government of 
Felipe Calderon and the Chiapas government of Juan Sabines 



attempt to cover up the dispossession of the biodiversity of the 
peoples. 

3. Speaking of climate change, it is clear to us that those who are 
most responsible are the capitalist enterprises and their 
governments, just like the federal government of Felipe 
Calderon and the Chiapas government of Juan Sabines, who 
have made a pact with the wealthy countries to allow that their 
greenhouse gas emissions be mitigated by the forests of our 
people. 

4. We reject all the ways in which the federal and the Chiapas 
governments and directors of organizations in service to the 
capitalists, want to dispossess us of our lands and our resources, 
through programs such as:  REDD+ (in the Montes Azules 
Reserve), Reconversion Productiva (Productive Restructuring), 
Pago de Servicios Ambientales (Payment for Environmental 
Services) and FANAR (Fund for Agricultural Entities without 
Regularization). 

We point out the dual purpose of these programs: to dispossess us, 
but also to change our culture in order to disorganize us and 
neutralize our resistance. 

5. We denounce the control that the federal government exercises 
over the   people which, by decree (1972), it called the Lacandon, 
and which it has been using to legitimize all the plans for taking 
the lands and displacement of our peoples. 

6. We reject the projects for tourism by the capitalists or of the 
federal or Chiapas governments, such as the one that has 
divided the common lands of Emiliano Zapata in Laguna de 
Miramar. 

7. We reject monocultures, especially for biofuels and the new 
peonage that the peasant undergoes on his own land, just as the 
big landowners imposed in times of the Porfirio dictatorship. 

8. We reject the policy of land seizures promoted by the World 
Bank, conservationist organizations and their neo-liberal 
governments like that of Chiapas. 

9. Likewise, we reject the other face of “development:”  mining 
projects approved for regions that are not important for 
conservation and transnational exploitation of diversity, as 
happens in the Municipality of Chicomuselo where the people 
are resisting. 



10.  We demand agrarian regularization of the communities of 
Galilea, Benito Juarez Miramar and Chumcerro, located within 
the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve. 

W E   P R O P O S E 

To reorganize ourselves and expand at every level our relationships 
with other peoples and with independent organizations that are not at 
the service of the powerful in order to build a network of resistance 
among the peoples. 

To develop internal plans in our communities to strengthen the 
production of our own foods. 

To strengthen ourselves in the word of God and the community 
memory of our grandparents. 

Agreement made in Ejido Amador Hernandez, Reserva de 
Biosfera Montes Azules, Selva Lacandona, Chiapas, Mexico, 
21 August 2011 

 


