Addressing the Big 4
Drivers of Deforestation
pre-announcement and draft agenda

5 & 6 May 2018, Bonn, Germany
An international workshop and skillshare addressing the trade in and
overconsumption of the four main drivers of forest loss: beef, soy, palm oil and wood
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The High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July 2018 will discuss Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 15 on biodiversity, which includes a target to halt all deforestation by 2020. However, it is
broadly acknowledged that meeting this target will be impossible unless the main drivers of forest
loss are addressed. The HLPF will also discuss SDG12 on sustainable consumption and production,
making it an excellent opportunity to highlight the links between overconsumption and forest loss,
and the contradictions between the continued growth of international trade in commodities and
sustainable development.
The workshop will focus on the
impact of commodity trade in, and
overconsumption of, four key
commodities - beef, soy, palm oil
and wood (for bioenergy, paper and
timber). These four commodities are
by far the leading causes of
deforestation and forest
degradation in the world. [1] Beef is
now recognised to be the worst
deforestation culprit, and a major
cause of climate change. Soy
production has been expanding as a
result of its use in the livestock
sector as animal feed, turning it into
another leading cause of forest loss.
The increasing demand for wood
from the bioenergy and paper
industries, and the increasing
demand for palm oil for biodiesel

and use in processed foods, are
causing huge swathes of forests to
be replaced by monoculture
plantations. Palm oil is second only
to beef in its climate impacts and is
causing serious deforestation in an
increasing number of countries.
Forest loss also drives climate
change, as forests store immense
amounts of carbon that is released
to the atmosphere when they are
destroyed and replaced by
monoculture plantations.
Many IPOs, NGOs and social
movements have begun active
campaigns to halt the destruction
caused to forests by the beef, soy,
wood, and palm oil industries. But to
date, there has been little exchange

between these campaigns. There is
also a lack of analysis on the
underlying causes of these
commodities and the impacts they
have, such as trade liberalization
policies and agreements. Very often,
it is the trade in these commodities
that facilitates overconsumption and
thus overproduction, and the forest
loss that is caused in the process.
The proposed trade agreement
between the EU and Mercosur, for
example, is likely to frustrate any
attempt to reduce the export of beef
and soy from South America, despite
the growing recognition that these
exports are a leading cause of
deforestation and climate change.

The objectives of the workshop are:
1) To deepen understanding and
analysis of the role that beef, soy,
wood and palm oil play as drivers of
forest loss; and to understand the
role of trade policies and
agreements, as well as the impacts
of the corporate take-over of
environmental policies, which in
turn promote overconsumption;

2) To explore the demands of
rightsholders in key countries
affected by these drivers, and the
alternatives that are proposed by
women, Indigenous Peoples and
local communities;
3) To exchange experiences and
lessons learned from campaigns to
address the four main drivers of
forest loss; and to develop ideas for

innovative public awareness raising
and advocacy campaigns that
support rights-based, holistic and
socially just solutions, and target the
real causes of deforestation.

Draft Agenda
Saturday 5 May

Sunday 6 May

Morning:
• Welcome and introductions
• Report back from strategy meetings on commodity
trade at 2017 Peoples’ Summit “WTO Out” in
Buenos Aires and the World Social Forum in
Salvador, with a focus on the impact of free trade
agreements and corporate capture of policymaking
• Report back from international strategy meeting
on biomass in Estonia
• Introductions from activists in key producer
countries countries campaigning on the impacts of
beef, soy, wood and palm oil
• Plenary debate

Morning:
• Reporting back from working groups and plenary
discussion on lessons learned and opportunities
for joint awareness-raising and advocacy
campaigns
• Discussion on possible coordinated advocacy
campaigns targeting international policy processes
including 1) the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change; 2) the EU-Mercosur trade
negotiations and other trade agreements; 3) the
High Level Political Forum; 4) the Convention on
Biodiversity; and 5) the UN Environment Assembly

Afternoon:
• Introductions from activists in key consumer
countries on campaigns aiming to address the
impacts of beef, soy, wood and palm oil
• Plenary debate
• Parallel working groups focusing on lessons
learned and common strategies in campaigns
targeting beef, soy, wood (in particular for
bioenergy and paper) and palm oil as drivers of
deforestation

On behalf of the organising committee,
Janet Bastian
janet.bastian@globalforestcoalition.org

Afternoon:
• Continuation of parallel strategy meetings on beef,
soy, wood and palm oil

If you are interested in participating in the workshop,
please fill out and return the short registration form
on the following page before 9 April 2018.
Participation is free, and lunch will be provided. We
can assist you in arranging affordable
accommodation, and participation through video/web
link is also welcome.

Addressing the Big 4 Drivers of Deforestation
Registration form (deadline 9 April 2018)
Name:
NGO/IPO:
Country:
Address:
Email:
Skype or whatsapp:
Dietary needs:
Please provide a brief description (max. 1/2 page) of your relevant campaign experience:

